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FIVE SPENSERIAN TRIFLES 

(1) Amoretti 19 

Sonnet 19 of Spenser's Amoretti begins thus: 

The merry Cuckow, messenger o£ Spring, 
His trompet shrill hath thrise already sounded, 
That warnes al lovers wayt upon their king, 
Who now is comming forth with girland crouned. 
With noyse whereof the quyre of Byrds resounded 
Their anthemes sweet, devized of loves prayse. 
That all the woods theyr ecchoes back rebounded. 
As if they knew the meaning of their layes. 

The rhyme is evidently defective, and as there is no possibility 
of emending crouned, it only remains to change the three other 
rhymng words by dropping the -ed. The printers probably did 
not recognize Spenser's manuscript sound { — souned, sowned) as 
the past participle (cf. F. Q. 1.1.41.4; 2.5.30.3; 2.6.47.7; and espe- 
cially 3.4.30.8), and so appended the -ed, thus rendering it necessary 
to do the same for resound and rebound. The result as respects 
the rhyme with crouned they failed to observe, and the editors 
have been equally unheeding. Compare F. Q. 2.3.38.8-9; 6.11. 
26.6,8; also T. M. 22; F. Q. 6.10.10.5; 1.6.14.2; Epith. 13,14,18. 

(2) Amoretti 43 

The omission of both from line 5 would improve the metre. 

(3) Amoretti 45 

The by which of the last hne is metrically superfluous, and 
might therefore be dropped. Cf. Shakespeare, Richard II 1.1.26: 
As well appeareth by the cause you come; 

1 Hen. VI 2.5.54-5: 

Declare the cause 
My father. Earl of Cambridge, lost his head; 

2 Een. VI 1.3.68-9: 

As I was cause 
Your highness came to England. 

(4) Amoretti 49 

Mighties (line 3), as an appellation for God (in the possessive) 
is otherwise unexampled in Spenser (as a common noun once, F. Q. 
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4.8.1.3). Read, perhaps, th' Almighties (cf. T. M. 389, 510; 
F. Q. 1.8.21.8; 1.9.50.4; 4.10.30.7.; 5. Pr. 11.2; 5.10.1.7; Epith. 211). 

(5) Commendatory Sonnet 1 
The of the first line should be read as thee. 
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